
   

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

North Dakota Local Government Groups Call for Renewed Civility in Public Discourse 

Bismarck, ND — A partnership of North Dakota organizations representing cities, counties, 

and parks has released a letter titled The Future of Local Government: A Call for Civility and is 

calling on residents to engage in more civil and respectful dialogue with local elected officials. 

The groups cite a growing trend of hostility toward local leaders, including increased 

confrontational behavior and, in some cases, threats directed at public officials and staff. 

“Local government works best when people can engage in productive, respectful 

conversations,” the coalition said in a joint statement. “Our communities face complex 

challenges that require collaboration—not conflict.” 

The organizations emphasize that local elected officials are members of the community who 

are working to make difficult decisions on issues ranging from infrastructure development to 

public services. 

The coalition encourages North Dakotans to participate in local decision-making while 

maintaining respect, seeking accurate information, and focusing on constructive solutions. 

Participating organizations include: 

• North Dakota League of Cities (NDLC) 

• North Dakota Association of Counties (NDACo) 

• North Dakota Recreation and Parks Association (NDRPA) 

  

Contact Information: 

Matt Gardner, NDLC Executive Director | matt@ndlc.org | 701-223-3518. 
Aaron Birst | NDACo Executive Director | aaron.birst@ndaco.org | 701-425-0808. 
Shannon Schutt | NDRPA Executive Director | sschutt@clearwatercommunications.net | 701-

355-4458. 
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